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Aims
1. Introduce the Medieval Era: Provide an understanding of the key developments that shaped medieval Europe, with a focus on England.
2. Examine Feudalism: Explore the feudal system introduced by William the Conqueror and its impact on English society.
3. Analyze Power Struggles: Investigate the ongoing struggles for power, both within the monarchy and between the monarchy and other institutions, such as the Church and Parliament.
4. Understand the Role of Key Events: Study pivotal events like the Magna Carta, the Wars with France and Scotland, and the Peasants' Revolt, and how they contributed to the limitations of absolutism.
5. Foster Critical Thinking: Encourage students to critically assess how power was distributed and contested in medieval society.
Objectives:
1. Understand Absolutism and Its Limits: Define absolutism and examine its influence on medieval rulers and society, highlighting how it was eventually limited.
2. Examine the Role of the Church: Explain the Church's dominance and its influence on medieval politics, culture, and society.
3. Study the Evolution of Parliament: Understand the origins of Parliament, its duties, and how it impacted the balance of power between the monarch and other political entities.
4. Analyze the Feudal System: Describe how feudalism functioned, from landholding to the relationships between lords and vassals, and its long-lasting impact on English society.
5. Assess Key Historical Events: Focus on the significance of major events like the Magna Carta and the Wars of the Roses, exploring how they shaped the development of governance and law.
6. Develop Historical Understanding: Enable students to understand the complexity of power dynamics in medieval England and how they influenced the course of European history.
This unit will help students explore the transformation of medieval society, with an emphasis on understanding the structures of power, social hierarchies, and key events that led to shifts in political authority.


Lesson 6:       *                                The Medieval Era
                                    
             The Middle Ages in Europe started from 500 AD when the Roman Empire collapsed in Western Europe to 1500 when the European society was reshaped as a result of powerful forces driven by the Renaissance and Reformation. Three main elements created the medieval society: the importance of kingship, the development of feudalism and the importance of the church.
	the main changes which marked the Medieval Era. It is divided into two parts: early Medieval England and late Medieval England. The first deals with the feudal system, the church, Magna Carta, the Provisions of Oxford and the beginnings of parliament. The second part focuses on the Wars with France and Scotland, the Peasants’ Revolt , lollardy and the Wars of the Roses. In both parts, the focus will be on the struggle for power which marked the Medieval Era and resulted in the limitation of absolutism.
	By the end of this unit , students will be able to understand the concept of absolutism, the power of the Church, the duties of Parliament and its impact on the power of the monarch.
                                         
 The Feudal System
	  For England, the year 1066 was considered as a turning point in history. The Norman Conquest created a new social order by overthrowing 500 years of Anglo-Saxon dominance in England. After making himself King of England, William I or the ‘Conqueror’ as he was called imposed feudalism. It was a system of classes from the lowest to the highest.

             The basis of the Norman feudalism was landholding. William I who considered the English lands as his own property placed himself at the top of the pyramid of the medieval society. He lent lands to Norman barons, who had to fight for him in return and had to give him part of the produce of the land. These lords also lent part of their lands to the knights and freemen in return for a service and rent. The lowest class represented the Anglo-Saxon farmers who worked the lord’s land and their own. At each level, a man had to pay homage to his lord. On the other hand, each lord had to give protection to his vassals.

	William I benefited from the death of a noble. When a noble died, his son inherited his estate. But he had first to receive permission from the King and make a special payment. If he was still a child the King would often take the produce of the estate until the boy was old enough to look after the estate himself. In this way the King could benefit from the death of a noble. If all the noble’s family died the land went back to the King, who would be expected to give it to another deserving noble. But the King often kept the land for some years, using its wealth, before giving it to another noble.
  
              William I gave out land all over England to his nobles. By 1086 he wanted to know exactly who owned which piece of land, and how much it was worth. He needed this information for tax raising. He therefore sent a group of officials all over England to make a complete economic survey. His men were to ask all kinds of questions at each settlement.

True/False Exercise: Read and say true or false
1. The Middle Ages in Europe spanned from 500 AD to 1500 AD. 
2. Feudalism required each person to serve their lord but did not require any loyalty or homage. 
3. The Magna Carta and the beginnings of Parliament were key developments during early Medieval England. 
4. The Norman Conquest in 1066 marked a major turning point in English history by maintaining Anglo-Saxon dominance. 
5. William I created a detailed survey of land ownership in England in 1086 for tax purposes. 
Comprehension Exercise:
1. What were the three main elements that defined medieval society?
2. Explain the impact of the Norman Conquest of 1066 on England’s social structure.
3. How did William I ensure loyalty from his barons and knights within the feudal system?
4. What role did the Magna Carta and the beginnings of Parliament play in medieval England?
5. Why did William I commission an economic survey of England in 1086, and what information was he seeking?
Vocabulary Exercise:
Match the words with their correct definitions:
1. Feudalism
2. Homage
3. Absolutism
4. Vassal
5. Conquest
Definitions:
a. A system where nobles hold land in exchange for service to a king or overlord.
b. Complete or unrestricted rule by a single authority.
c. The act of showing loyalty and respect to a lord or monarch.
d. The act of gaining control over a place or people by force.
e. A person who pledges loyalty to a lord in exchange for protection or land.
Gap filling:Fill the blanks with the appropriate word from the text
1. Under the system of __________, the king granted lands to nobles in exchange for military service and loyalty.
2. The young noble pledged homage to his lord before receiving land and __________.
3. The rise of __________ meant that monarchs held unchecked power, limiting the influence of other political bodies.
4. After the __________ of the kingdom, the invaders divided the land among themselves and established new control.
5. The knight was a __________, sworn to protect his lord’s land and serve in times of war
Summary writing
Write a brief summary of the Medieval Era based on the following questions. Consider the key concepts discussed in the text.
1. When did the Middle Ages in Europe begin and end, and what were the major forces shaping the period?
2. What were the main elements that created medieval society?
3. What key events and systems are highlighted in early Medieval England?
4. How did the Norman Conquest in 1066 affect England's social structure?
5. What role did the feudal system play in shaping relationships between the king, lords, and vassals?



