[bookmark: _GoBack]Unit 1: Overview of America
Though America is a term referring to a continent, it is often used for convenience purposes to denote the United States of America (USA). The latter depicts a wide country, about,834,000 km2. It is located in North America and is bordered on the north by Canada. on the south by Mexico, west by the Pacific Ocean, and east by the Atlantic Ocean. It comprises fifty states with Washington. D.C. is a capital. There is no official language; the largest spoken language is English, and Spanish comes in the second position.
The government system is a constitution-based federal republic. The head of the state is the president who is elected by an electoral college every four years. There are two houses of Congress: a Senate encompassing 100 senators representing the 50 states (two from each  state) and serving for a six-year term, and a House of Representatives including 435 representatives elected every two years.
The USA is reckoned as a large melting pot where diverse ethnic and racial groups co-exist. The latest census numbered 331,449.281 people. This huge number is essentially related to immigration, both legal and illegal. In 2022, 87.7 people immigrated to the USA. The majority of people drift to America to secure a better life. Others travel there for political and religious considerations. The most important religion is Christianity (Protestants 46.5%,Roman Catholic 20.8%, Church of Jesus Christ 0.9%). Jewish 1.9%. Muslims, Hindu0.7% .... etc.
In terms of traditions, three major feasts are celebrated annually. These include Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Independence Day. The first feast is celebrated on the last Thursday in November. The Christmas season is glorified the day after Thanksgiving day, and the third event is saluted on July 4. Americans are also known for favouring the values of individualism, competitiveness, and altruism.
America was successful in establishing itself as a global power, policing the world. It is the greatest economic power since it possesses the largest amount of wealth. basically its abundant natural resources, infrastructure, high productivity, and technological innovations. It is a key member of many international organizations such as the United Nations Organisation, the United Nations Security Council, and the International Monetary Fund.... etc.
The USA is a magnet for tourists who flood annually (roughly 80 million tourists) for its mmagnificent sites. It abounds with more than 50 national parks (the Grand Canyon. Niagara Falls, the Yellowstone National Park, and the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. There are also a big number of museums and cultural centres that display the history and vestiges of the original inhabitants. There are equally many places for entertainment such as Disneyland.Hollywood, casinos in Las Vegas,

