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How to Write a Master Dissertation: From Abstract to General Conclusion

Abstract
A Master Memoir is the final output of five years of studies and is a personal work that the university demands from the student. The master dissertation is an opportunity, which reveal that learners have gained the necessary strategies, knowledge, and skills that enable them to conduct a scientific research paper. Although students have been tackling methodology since their first year of entrance to university, they still have tremendous hindrances regarding writing a memoir. They do not know what to write in each part and each chapter of the scientific study. Writing an academic thesis is governed by scientific rules; it ought to have certain guidance starting from the front page to the appendix. Sticking to the scientific rules entails efforts on the students’ part, which is considered a burden that drives them to literary theft. At Dr. Moulay Tahar University of Saida, and particularly the Department of English Language, the administration imposed a sample on all master students for writing an academic memoir that encompasses a good abstract, a general introduction, a chapter for the review of literature in which the student has to collect data from different researchers on his/her topic. Chapter two is related to methodology and analyses of the collected findings, whereas the last chapter is meant for pedagogical implications and suggestions. The general conclusion, references, and appendices are the last parts. This piece of work tends to shed light on how to write a master memoir from abstract to a general conclusion. 
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1. Writing an Abstract
Writing an abstract requires effort on the researcher’s part. It is one long paragraph without indentation. It is included on a separate page after acknowledgments and before the table of contents (McCombes, 2021). It is an informative summary of a longer work of ‘a master dissertation’ or a ‘doctoral thesis’. Its purpose is to help the reader gain maximum information on the research in a short time, therefore, it should not include unnecessary details. The abstract reports the objectives of the scientific research and the outcomes so that the audience will have a holistic overview of the work. Therefore, McCombes (2021) introduced six steps for writing a good abstract that are summarized in the following points:
1- Provide information about the research and introduce the work concisely.
2- Identify the research gap; in which the research has to identify the research problem.
3- Any scientific work has objectives; the investigator must set the ultimate purposes of the research. This part can be written in the present or past simple. For example, this study investigates the relationship between writing and reading skills.
4- Methods: the researcher must depict all the used instruments for undertaking such a study. The methods could be questionnaires, observations, interviews, etc. S/he also must mention whether the work is analyzed qualitatively or quantitatively. This part is usually written in the past simple tense. For instance, structured interviews were conducted with 25 participants.
5- Findings and results, the researcher ought to present briefly the main results. This part can be penned in the present or past simple tenses. 
a- The analysis shows a strong correlation between reading and speaking.
b- The analysis showed a strong correlation between reading and speaking.
6- Finally, summarize in three or four sentences the major conclusions. The reader should finish with a clear understanding of the central point that your research has proved or argued. Conclusions are usually written in the present simple tense. For example, we conclude that coffee consumption increases productivity.



A good abstract is, 
· Informative, coherent, and concise.
· It gives logical correlation and connection between the provided data.
· It does not include information that is not presented in the research.
· It should be understandable and straightforward to the audience.
· “It is in the introduction-body-conclusion format”. (2006, p.2)

2. General Introduction
Writing a general introduction is extremely fundamental because it is the second part that is read by the audience after the abstract. It also has some steps that the researcher has to take into consideration.
1. General description of the areas of concern, around (2 paragraphs).
2. Significance of the study (why this research is important).
· Include an explicit statement of significance specific to the research. 
· Why is it important to conduct the study?
· This section will probably not be long, but it should be powerful.
3. State the aim of the research
4.  Problem Statement. 
· Identify the purpose of the research explicitly.
· The introduction should lead up to and provide support for the problem statement.
5. Research questions and hypotheses.
6. Research Methodology (how did the researcher conduct the study).
· Research tools (surveys, observation, etc.)
· Participants and setting (case study).
7. Dissertation division (how many chapters does the memoir have?)
· Brief description of each chapter
8. Summarize the major results
9. Conclusions. 
3. Chapter One: Review of Literature
The review of literature is placed in the first chapter where the researcher starts with a brief introductory paragraph on the entire chapter. Then, s/he starts reviewing the literature. This part is very essential because it proves that the researcher has done much reading on the topic. It critically analyzes, evaluates, and synthesizes theories, research findings, and practices that are achieved by scholars and researchers. When reviewing the literature, the investigator should explore and present a coherent, accurate, comprehensive, and critical understanding of the current state of knowledge (Efron & Ravid, 2019, p. 2).
The review of literature discusses already published works in a particular subject area within a certain time. It is designed to offer a wide overview of sources that the investigator explores and scrutinizes while undertaking his/her research paper to illustrate to the audience how much the study fits into the larger fields of interest (Ramdhani, A. Ramdhani, M, A. and Abdusy, 2014, p. 48). Further, it requires selecting appropriate articles, books, eBooks, etc. for the ultimate objective of generating an informative, rich, and beneficial review of literature (p. 50).
In this chapter, the researcher must compare theories and open the gap in the current literature. The student or the teacher must present new and recent theories from different scholars and researchers. S/he must argue them; the researcher does not need to accept all the author’s thoughts, because sometimes the context is different. However, a review of literature is not based on the student’s or the teacher’s ideas. Rather their claims ought to be based on studies conducted by researchers or theorists (Efron and Ravid, 2019, pp. 3-4).
According to Efron and Ravid (2019, p. 4), a review of literature should have the following components:
· Clarify and define terms and concepts related to the context of the research.
· Present a theoretical background for the study and contrast ideas, methods, approaches, etc.
· “Discuss current debates, controversies, and questions”.
· “Identify relationships between ideas and theories and their practical implications”.
· “Place the topic within a contemporary context and demonstrate knowledge…”


There are six major steps for conducting the review of the literature development process which are summarized as follows: 
1- Choose a literature review topic.
2- Locate literature review sources.
3- Analyzing and evaluating literature review sources.
4- Organize and synthesize the literature and build arguments.
5- Develop a writer's voice and follow writing conventions.
6- Write, edit, and refine the review of literature. (p. 7)

4. Chapter Two: Methodology & Data Analyses
The methodological section appears immediately after the literature review in the student’s dissertation. In this the part of methodology the researcher ought to clearly explain the process for gathering and analyzing data, or for approaching your research question. This should be clear and sufficiently detailed so that another scholar or student will be able to read it and, more importantly, apply it. In this phase, the researcher needs to describe and define the used methods. 
· Questionnaire: structured unstructured or semi-structured
· Observation: what kind of observation does the researcher employ?
· Interview: what kind of interview does the investigator use?
· Survey: Which type?
In brief, the researcher must explain which research instruments s/he uses to carry out his/her scientific work and what kind/type s/he employs.
The methodological section does not just describe the method used; it discusses why the researcher has chosen it, and why s/he believes it will yield the best results, the most insightful set of analyses and conclusions. In this vein, the researcher must ensure that the chosen tool is valid and reliable (Munir et al. 2017, p. 1). To answer certain questions about the kind of analysis that the student has undertaken: is it qualitative or quantitative, or a mixed approach that uses qualitative data to provide context and background to quantitative data (or vice versa). This part should be written in the past simple tense.
The researcher has also to describe the participants. With whom did s/he conduct the study and where? Identifying the population is very important to guide the other scholars and make them understand better the methodology. 
5. Chapter Three: Data Analyses and Pedagogical Implications 
After deciding on the chosen research instruments and the participants, the student starts gathering data and analyzing the findings. After scrutinizing all the findings, the student must discuss and interpret the data gathered. This part is also dedicated to offering suggestions and pedagogical implications where the researcher ought to provide remedial solutions for the research problems. It also shows some suggestions for the readers related to the subject discussed as well as for further study in the relevant field.
6. General Conclusion
According to Assan (2013, p. 1), the conclusion of an academic thesis reaffirms the problem statement, discusses the issues, and reaches a final judgment. The conclusion is not a summary; it is a belief based on the researcher’s reasoning and the evidence that s/he has gathered. 
1. Synthesize the various issues raised in the discussion sections and reflect the problem statements. 
2. Identify research objectives.
3. Provide answers to the research questions and hypotheses.
4. Identify the theoretical and policy implications of the study concerning the overall study area.
5. Highlights the study limitations 
6. Provide directions and areas for future research.
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